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1. Color Terminology

› To understand how to choose color for a 

specific purpose, designers must first 

develop knowledge of how 

color works, how colors are classified, and 

the terms used to describe them
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› color is differentiated in three main ways: hue, tone, and 
saturation:
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2. Color Legibility, Contrast 

and Harmony
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› Knowledge of the context in which finished work will be

perceived vary greatly depending viewed is fundamental to 

the use of color in graphic design. 

› How that color is, and how legible it is, will g on whether it 

is viewed on a screen or in a print-based medium. 
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2. Color legibility, contrast, and harmony 
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3. Color associations 
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Why are certain colors preferred, or seen to 
be more effective?
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3. Color associations 
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›It is because colors have, 

throughout history, come to hold particular 

associations that most likely derive from nature, 

and have, over time, become rooted in 

human psychology
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3. Color associations 
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Color Theorists 

› Josef Albers (1888–1976) proposed that colors are never 
stationary; that is, they are constantly changing in relation 
to the colors surrounding them.

› Johannes Itten (1888–1967) created color experiments 
based on contrasts such as temperature or hue, and 
associations based on seasons.

› Wassily Kandinsky (1866–1944) developed his color 
usage in terms of spiritual moods and relations to musical 
instruments and sounds. His paintings are a synthetic color 
expression of sound.

› Wilhelm Ostwald (1853–1932) set up an order of colors 
based around the concepts of harmony and disharmony. 
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4. Color as information
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› Color is a powerful 

tool, especially in 

information design, 

where it is used to 

help the designer 

organize data  into 

various structures, 

and to aid the 

experience of 

“reading”  a design
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